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UNPLIBLISHED LETTERS

Rome
December 5, 1921

On writing paper with
the heading “La Ronda”

Rome, January 12, 1922
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Giorgio de Chirico
Letters to André and Simone Breton

Dear Sir and friend,

1 veceived your very amiable letter, aned i was a greal consolation. I thought that that there were
3 or four people who wanted to buy these paintings but since it & you, [ accept the 500 francs
which you propose and bope that you will send them to me as soon as possible by check on a
Rome bank; if vou do nof delay, [ may be able ko take advantage of the exchange rale which is
quiite favourable vight now. My dear friend, with these 500 francs will be able to work in peace
Jor at least 40 days withoud thinking about anything else bul painting, and | hope fo produce
at feast fuvo paintings of note to the bistory of art and of ideas. 1am sorvy to bave fo sbeak fo you
of such vedgar queestions as noney but I don’t kiow why destiny has bevned against me in the
past few years; the more | advance in years and perfect myself. the miore I feel that people turn
against me and unfavourable circumsiances and bad signs trace ugly spivals around me; |
am —unfortunately! — not used to this; | have never to this day met @ man or a woman with
whom I could be sincere or info whose eyes { could look being sure of our value; with whom 1
could speak withou! besitation or spite or walk together in the world and in life content and at
evse in the serenity of alleviated disivess and guiet curiosity. Twould like to get lo bnow you per-
sonally, my dear friend; and I would like to know your work; send me yoier books (1 have not
vet received the issue of Littérature) ard a photograph. [ will send youe a veproduction of a Self
porviradt, Thank you also for baving insisled fo Guillawme that be showld hold a show of my
works, but 1 doubl that be witl do so. 1 asked bim lo send me some money and be reshonded
with a lefter writlen: in swuch a lone thal in a moment of anger I sent bim a response full of in-
sults, Aflerwerds was sorry, bt whats dove is done. 1 would also be very thanbfidl, my dear
Sriend, if you know Resenberg if you iwoudd speak fo him of me and write fo me if there are any
Prospects with bim. [ could send bim photographs of miy latest work. 1 am working a lot, even
thotigh | ain praciically bomeless, and it i tharks to the generosity of friends tat my easel and
ey canvases have the honowr of a roof over them. [ see Ungaretti regrdarly and be specks offert
of vou. Yel again, my dear friend, | thek you for your kird words; write (o me when you can
and 1 will do the same and perbaps one day we will meet in France or in Raly.

Yours, G. de Chirico

“La Ronda”, Irinit dei Monti, 15, Kome

My dearest friend,

Thark you for youer very kind and encouraging lefter. Now, I count ondy on you. Publish

my letter in “Tittérature”, but correct the style; I am very happy and flatiered to be pub-
lished. I will send you the portrait [ spoke of before: it’s a small painting, only the head, bui



it is a very precious, imporlant object;  hope fo be able fo send il {o you by post. Regarding
the earlier works, the poissons sacrés have been sold, but I could send you “Le Revenant':
my monograph includes only a drawing of this work, [ will send it to you in a week be-
cause il s queile large and in addition it is not at my place bul in storage with a dealer; [
will sennd both to your address; about the price, [ would ask 600 francs for the porivait and
1,000 for “Le Revenant’. Is this too much? In any case [ leave it up fo you to negofiate with
whoever wands fo buy them; [ undersiand the imporiance of his and am exiremely grate-
Sid. T have decided to come fo Paris, hopefully in the first days of April; if this gentlenan
buys these paintings it will be a great opportunity, because [ will be able to pay for my trip
and the first days in Paris. [ yvead your book and your texts in “Littérature”’, and I bold you
in bigh regard and feel great love for you; I expect great things from you for art and for this
renaissance (1 must use this word) which we are working lowards and for which which we
sacrifice ourselves. But [ will write fo you at length about all of this, my dear friend. of your
poelry, of what I think, of my goals, efc., in a special letter which 1 will send you soon. [ am
wriling an article for the jouwrnal “Valori Plastici” about the technical side (which is closely
linked to the lyrical side) of my present work; I will banslate it info French and send it to
you. Send me the new issue of “Littérature.” When will Pard Guillaume put on the show of
my works? Lwrote to bim but be bas not answered. [ will try to be in Paris the first days of
April and Twill bring with me some new paindings which [ would like lo bave included in
the show. Whenever you can send me the 200 frarics, it would be very much apipreciated,
Thenk you my dear friend. | clasp your band and am off to send the portrait. [ have not
et bad photos taken. But as [wani fo come to Paris | think that it aould be better to bring
the paintings directly to the dealers. It is difficult lo manage these things from a distance.

Your friend, G. de Chirico
“La Ronda”, Trinita dei Monti, 18, Rome

My dear friend,

1 didn’t write fo you because I was expecting the lelter you announced in your dispatch;
your long silence worries me. 1 bope your healih is viot the cause. Yesterday, [ received the
fssuee of “Lillérature”; thank youe for everyibing you are doing for me; I was moved and
happy, and [want to tell you also that your “dreams” are extraordinary; | have never vead
anything so much like a dream in the most metaphysical and solid sense. How i the exbibit
of my works al the Guillaume gallery doing? [ am waiting for payment of the sale lo Docet
in order lo come fo Paris. ] bope my dear friend that you will send it as soon as possible.

Send me half and I will collect the other half once I am in Paris. Send some copies of “Lit-

térature” lo the Libreria infernazionale Saeber. Via Tornabueni. Firenze. Write soon.

My warmest salutations, Yours, G. de Chirico
Say bello to Guillaume and tell bim not to forget me.
“La Ronda", Trinita dei Monti, 18.

UNPUBLISHED LETTERS

André Breton
42 rue Fonrtaine

Paris

Rome, March 25, 1922
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André Breton
42 Rue Fontaine

Paris

Rome June 17, 1922

André Breton,

42 Rue Fontaine, Paris;
forwarded to

24 Rue Admiral Courbet,
Lorient-Morbihan

Rome August 16, 1922
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My dearest friend,

received the money. You needn 't wire me, my dear friend, I appreciate vour haste and your
looking afler me. However yor've forgolien again o senclme the naoney by check; even though
I'd written fo you aboud it several times; becavse throvgh the post, 1 lose 100 Halian lire out of
1,400 francs. fn any case, let’s speak no more aboiet this disagreeable subject. | woidd like to
lenow bow the fuwo pasmtings | sent you are doing: are they well framed? Wheat do people think
of the painting? | hope M. Docet will fake more care of my canvases than that agitated scamp
Paul Guillaume; it truly upsels me lo think of all those painfings which represent a very char-
acteristic period of my avtistic life, i the bands of this naan who has no fatth or modesty; but
this will serve as a lesson and from niow on Lwill take care nol lo make condracls and will sell
my paintings at value, 10 the first bidder: I've pushed back my trip to Paris for several veasons;
[ am afraid that f will not find a place to stay, that Ll shend too much and waste time; and
today whal a painler needs is work and conlinual progress; this is whet [ am dovg. Luckly,

afler my return from Florence where | bad o great success and sold a few paintings, 1 bave
been able to move into a shudio lefl for me by a sculpior friend. Twork theve for about 10 howrs
a day; the place ts vomantic and full of kind demons; it is on the Campidoglio, on the [oun-

dations of the Temple of Jupiter in the middle of a park of oaks and laurel. [ hope that by the
encl of this year [ will bave painted several canvases with profound ideas and 1 hope fo paint
dccording to what | consider to be my concept of good painding; I continue my lechnical ex-

periments and discover new secrels which bave been lost for a long time. T will send you pho-

tos of my latest works; wordd you like fo reprochece them in “Litérature "7 Also, iell me my dear
[riend whether you might be able to get me invited to the Salon d Automne. Send me your news
and the magazine. 1 still have the same solitary life and your friendship — even at a distance
— isa consolation. Send my greetings fo M. Paullban; we offen speak of you with Ungaretti. My
brother also sends bis greetings; be & working on a book and be bopes that i will be translal-
ed info French. [ bape that younr wife is better now. Will you ever come to ltaly?

Thank you again, nty dear Brefon
Write fo this address; the studio address is foo complicated.
Your friend, G. de Chirico

My dearest friend,

Why bave you not written? I've again decided to come lo Paris and this time [ think i will
bappen. Iam planning fo depart on October 1. Woueld you have the kindness of letting me
kenow bow one lives today in Paris; will I be able to find a furnished or unfurnished apari-
mend, a studio or a place fo work? [want fo go al any price, this ime. Will you be in Paris
i October? What is Guillagme wp fo? Lwill write fo bim and I hope be will answer. [ await
@ good and encouraging resposse.

Your friend, G. de Chirico
“La Ronda”, Trinild dei Monli, 18



My dearest friend,

1 have just received your letler bere in Flovence where I've been for (he past forr months. I
bad to leave Rome because I couldn't find a studio; luckily a friend of mine in Florence
(who bas become my patron) offered me bis bospitality at bis charming villa on the banks
of the Ariio; [ can work here, and, laking advantage of the proximily of my favourite mas-
ters, continue my studies of figural technigue. Your lelfer pleased nee greatly. | bave been
thirking of you and was plariing lo write to you riot that L ant less worried aboud the ma-
terial problems of life. I am very toriched, my dear friend, by what you fell me in your bind
letter. I do not know if I deserve suech esteem and admiration. [ bave become a bil scepiical
about questions of life and art, without baving lost any of my lyrical self. But the exalta-
tion of my early years bas cooled somewbat; in the end, to be bonest, 1 tell vou frankly that
today the only thowght that dominaies my mind and sharpens my determination is: fo
paint well. Even so and notwithsianding when words of esteem and friendship come from
one such as you, whose mind and creative possibilities I am well awave of, | can only ac-
cept them with joy. 1wl gladly do three drawings for your book. I think that the best would
be a photograph; plaies are only necessary when the paper of the book is not good for re-
producing photographs. 1 ask only that as soon as the drawings bave been pholographed you
send them back to me o the following address: Castelfranco-Lungarno Servistori 1 Firen-
26, because  have signed a condract with this genfleman which obliges me to give bim every-
thing I prodlece (paintings and drawings).

Tl try fo send you the drawings as soon as possible.

T will be in Florence all of Augiest and perbaps wniil September 10; then T will vetuirn fo
Rome where bappily my brother is doing well and working and bas been able to rent an
apeartment,

Ungaretti s also working and i about to publish & book of poetry; Savinio is about to pub-
lish two books: a novel, and a collection of philosophical writings,

Please write to me, my dear friend, [ dasp vour hand affectionately,

Yours, G. de Chivico
Villa Castelfranco, Lingarno Serristori, 1 Firenze

My dearest friend,

Please excuse me for laking lime in sending you the drawings. If has been impossible fo
do something original expressly Jor the book. I'm sendling you three photographs of dra-
ings which have never been seen publicly before, and which, I believe, will serve your
parposes, Please do not be upse! that 1 did not do something original; first of all, [wasn't
exactly sure what you needed, as | baven't seen the book; and then there was resistance
ont lhe part of the person who is subsidizing mie lo the idea of my sending original draw-
ings oulside of llaly, But I am sure these three plates will do and this will also save you

UNPUBLISHED LETTERS

Florence August 16,

1923

André Breton,
42 rue Fontaine, Paris

Rome, September 19

1923
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André Breton
42 rue Fontaine
Paris

Rome, September 21
[1923]

André Breton

42 rue Fontaine, Paris

Rome, November 5
[1923]

André Breton
42 rue Fontaine

Paris

Rome, November 18
1923
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the expense and time of having photographs made. [ assure you that these drawings have
never before been seen publicly and 1 chose them from the most characteristic group in
my early style,

Write fo me, my dear friend, and send me your books. | am permanently settled in Rome.
[ clasp your band cordially.

Your devoled, G. de Chirico
Vi Appenmini, 256, Rome
(each photograph bas a fitle written on the back)

My dear friend,

I'received your reproachfud lefler. You are right, but at the time I could not send you any-
thing else and I thought that those photographs would do.

Understood, then; I will do three new drawings, in pencil or ink, in lhe style of my last
paintings and 1wl send them fo you as soon as possible, please bave the patience to wait
at least a week and above all, do wot be angry; | have enough enemnies i my own coun-
try and don't need more abroad.

Your very devoled,
G. de Chirico

My dear friend,

[have not yei beard from you about the drawings I sent you by registered mail. What is fhe
reason? I bope you are well and that 1will bear from you soon.

Yours, G. de Chirico
Via Appennini 250
Rome

My dearest friend

[ bave only now received your letter because you did not use the address | sent you. I am
sorry thal the drawings can not be reproduced. Please kegh them, my dear friend, [ would
like to give them to you, it’s really nothing. | have received a notice from the post; | imag-
ine it is the drawings thal you've relurned lo me. if so, Ill send them to you tomorrow.



Thanik you for the purchases you mention, I will send you some photographs soon along
with some prices, including the price for “Muses inguidiantes”. Sened me your book or
books. [am your very devoled friend,

. de Chirico, Via Abpennini 25b, Rome

My dearest friend,

The price for the “Muses inquiciantes” is 2,000 lire (1,900 French francs). [ will send you lhe
pholographs of my latest pantings with the dimensions and prices the day afler tomorioe,
Wite soon. [ am your devoted

G. de Chirico, Vie Appenmini 25b, Rome
Ungarelti and Savinio send their best wishes. I recefved your letiers. Thank you for every-
ihinag. I will send what you ask for

Dear Madam,

Assoon as I received your lovely letter, I wrote fo my friend in Florence, Mr Castelfranco, who
otns “Muse Inguietanti”, urging hine fo give you the painting at the price you propose of 1,200
[francs. He may complain abowt the poor exchange rale — the franc is losing value — so that
1,200 francs may andy be worth 1,200 lafian liras; but rest assured that shall do everything
possible fo abiain for you the painting at 1,200 franecs. [ baven 't had any news of André Bre-
ton in a long time. 1 hope be is well and that he is not angry with me. 1560l would like to bnow
if'he has decided to buy the painting, “La partenza dell avventuriero™. The other one, “L'aprés-
mitdi d'atdome’” does 't belong to e anymore, Please do say hello fo André Breton for me.
1 shail be writing lo bint soon, and [ wish fo send you my mosi respecifil greelings,

yowr most faithfiel servant, G. de Chirico
Via Appenini, 250, Rome

Dear Madarme,

[ received your kind leffer and also Brefon's book: Les pas perdus, and 1 thank you for
your interest i me. As for the purchase of the two paintings, the situation i as follows:
my friend in Flovence will not sell the “Muses” for less than 3,500 lalian lire; and as for
“Pesci sacri”, belonging lo Signor Broglio, I believe be is asking 500 Malian lire. If you
would like an exact replica of these fwo painiings, I could do this for 1,000 ltalian lire

UNPUBLISHED LETTERS

André Breton
42 rue Fontaine

Paris

Rome, November 21
1923

Rome, February 23
[1924]

Madame André Breton
42 rue Fontaine Paris
[letter formerly believed
to have been sent to
Gala Eluard’s address]

Rome, March 10, 1924
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André Breton
42 rue Fontaine, Paris

Rome Monday June 23
[1924]

André Breton,

42 rue Fontaine, Paris;
forwarded to

Hotel Chateau Chorene,

Alpes Maritimes (France)

Rome September 9
1924
[Illegible stamp]

André Breton
42 rue Fontaine
Paris

Rome, December 2

[postmarked January
2nd, 1925]
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each. These replivas will only bear the defect of being executed with higher quality and
more knowledgeable technigue. [ bope, dear Madame, to bear from you soon. With my
greatest devolion,

Yours, G. de Chirico
Vi Appennini, 256

My dearest friend,

Today my brother, Alberto Savinto, lefl for Paris where he will stay for about a week. He
woudd like to bave the pleastre of meeding you; I gave him your address. Wonld you have
the kincess lo receive bim next Thursdey afternoon, June 260h, at youer bouse? Best wishes,

Yot friend, G. de Chivico
Via Appennini 25b

My dear Brefon,

1 have waited in vain for a word from you.  know youe are very busy and 1 am nol reproach-
ing you. Only, | ask that you not forget to send me he 500 francs. For the painting that is at
your house. They would be of great use right now. Iam coming fo Paris ai the end of Oclober.
I'm counting on your friendship. My best wishes lo Madame, your (believe me) devoled

G. de Chirico
Vi Appennini 25b

My dearest friend,

I need your helfs with something very wrgent and I hope you will be so kind as fo do as
I ask. My friend in Florence, M. Castelfranco, is gathering material for a monograph; we
would like it to appear before the Rosenberg show; the only photos we still need ave the ones
[from my Paris period: Ten would be enough. | already have “Cerveau de Uenfant” but |
nced the mannequis you have and architechural paintings; please send me all the phoio-
graphs you have vight away; 1 give you nay word of honour that they will be returned to you
in pood condition as soon as the plades are made. If vou could get some pholographs from
Gieillavme that would alse be very good: just don’t tell hinma that it is for a monograph; oth-
erwise he will never band them over. I have not yet received the magazine.



Lam working a lol and I think tbal my new painiings would surprise you. Send news.
Best wishes to you and Madame and fo our friends.

Your devoled, G. de Chirico
Via Appennini 256
Happy new year.

My dear friend,

In vain [ bave waited for the photographs [ asked for; really 1 can nol understand why
youe bave not sent them. [ know that you take great care of your phatographic collection

bt 1 promised you, on my honower, that 1 woudd return them in good condition as soon

as the copies are made. By tarrying you endanger the success of my monograph; in ad-

dition, my dear friend, il seems fo me that if is also in your interest that this monograph

included paintings from the Parisi on period, since you own a significant number of
these paintings.

[ beg you them fo send me fen pholographs, as soon as possible, [will also be very happy fo

have news from you and to know how your magazine is doimg; [ have not yet received it
but I imagine il bas come ouf,

Best wishes, G. de Chirico
Via Appennini 25b

My dearest friend,

I received your reproachfiel letter; 1 bad not noficed an unfriendly lone in my letter; this
must be a result of my very approximate knowledge of the French language. I received the
Photographs; 1 have not yet received the magazine; please send some copies lo the following
address: Libreria La Modernissima, Via delle Convertite, Roma. They will be sold: they are
eagerly expecting them. [am working a lot, but I dov’t bave any drawings; [ will send you
2 or 3 photographs of my latest paintings if you would like them jor the magazine, I will be
in Paris around April 15; my show al Rosenberg runs from May 5 fo May 30. Pirandello
is crealing a completely madern theaive bere; they will do 2 plays by Savinio, Niobe, for
twhich 1 am designing the sets, and anotber work without music entitied Le Capitain Ulysse
Jor which I am also designing the sels. Now thal you are beller, wrile lo me somelime and
tell me what you are doing.

Yours, 6. de Chirico
Have you gotien anywbere with Dowcet?

UNPUBLISHED LETTERS

André Breton
42 rue Fontaine

Paris

Rome, January 10, 1925

André Breton
42 rue Fontaine
Paris

Rome, January 19, 1925
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André Breton
42 rue Fontaine
Paris

Rome January 30th
[1925]

André Breton

42 rue Fontaine

Paris

Rome, August 3, 1925

André Breton

42 rue Fontaine, Paris
Hotel Bisson, 37 Quai de
Grands Angustins, Paris 11

Paris, March 23, 1924
[postmark]
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My dearest friend,

Toclery 1 send vou etght pholographs of my katest works. 1 hope they will interest you and that
you might be able to use some of them in the Magazine; [ received the "R.S." sent to me by
Medeme Eluard. Its really very very, very good; very new, suggestive, encouraging, exciting.
1t is too bad that we don’t see i in the Ralian bookshops; lawach it well: ny brother and 1wl
do everything to make il known bere; we will dedicate an issue of the “Rivista di Firenze” to
your movement. | also read the very good arficles writfen by you and Desncs, Aragon, and
Hlawd, for our magazine. Il will be oud soon. Send me a note and say bello fo our friends.

Yours, G. de Chirico, Via Appennini, 25b
Best wishes from Savinio

My deares! [riend,

I received the “magazine” — thank you for thinking of me — and thank Morise as well for
me. I regret only that you and your friends insist on vecognizing only my work from be-
Jore the war. You speak of me as a painier who in bis earliest youlh had a few moments of
inspiration and then nothing. If is 1ot so, my friend, it is not so, { assare you. But in any
case, 1 these mallers discussion is fulile. I have decided lo move lo Paris.I will come al the
end of October. I would appreciate if you would send me the 500 francs [ asked for the Still
life that is af your house. I do nol want fo sell anything vight now because I wan! fo bring
everything I produced this summer with me io Paris. If you see Eluard, please tell him not
lo forget me. Many thanks in advance. Best wishes from niy brother,

Yours, G. de Chirico
Vig Appennini 25b
My best wishes o Madame.

Letter by Massimo Bontempelli to André Breton
with a presentation by Giorgio de Chirico

Si,

Before leaving Rome, my friend Giorgio de Chirico gave me this nole for you : be assured
me that you would not be surprised by the sorry state of the note. [ leave the responsibility
of this affirmation to bim. Even so, as | am very intevested in meeting you, please let me
Enow if [ may come to see you some day and at what time.

Widh my greatest regards,
Massimo Bontempelli

I prresent lo you my friend Bonlempelli, a very talented writer. G. de Chirico
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